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May 4 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Appointment of John C. Harper as Chairman of the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation
May 4, 1992

The President has announced his inten-
tion to appoint the Reverend John C. Harp-
er to be Chairman of the Advisory Council
on Historic Preservation. He would succeed
John F. W. Rogers.

Since 1963, Dr. Harper has served as rec-
tor of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Lafay-
ette Square, Washington, DC. He currently
serves on the Decatur House Council, pre-
viously served on the Woodrow Wilson
House Council, and is an ex officio member
of the National Trust for Historic Preserva-

tion. He has also been active in the ongoing
restoration of St. John’s Church and its par-
ish house, Ashburton House, both of which
are listed on the National Historic Register.

Born in Winthrop, MA, Dr. Harper grad-
uated from Harvard University (A.B., 1946),
Episcopal Theological School (B.D., 1953),
George Washington University (D.D.,
1966), and Nashotah House (D.C.L., 1983).
He is married, has three children, and lives
in Washington, DC.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo Celebration
May 5, 1992

If I might be informal, Gus, thank you
very much for the warm introduction and
the warm welcome. And I just can’t tell you
how pleased I am to be in this beautiful
place. There are many familiar faces out
there, so many Members of both Chambers
from Mexico. We salute you, and we wel-
come you all. I had a chance to greet the
Members a second ago. Members of the
Mexican-American business community,
we’re very pleased to have you all here. I
see Senator Gramm and Representatives
Kolbe and Gilman and Tallon, all here to
salute this show of force and show of friend-
ship for the delegates from south of the
Rio Grande. The interparliamentary union,
the Mexican-American interparliamentary
relationship, is a good one. I can tell some
of you older members of this delegation that
I was a member of that interparliamentary
action back in 1968 and 1969 and 1970.
So I welcome you all once again.

I was pleased earlier to see Jose Niño
and Raul Yzaguirre, two American leaders
who do so much for strong relations be-
tween Mexico and the United States. And,
of course, I want to take this opportunity
to congratulate President Carlos Salinas for
preserving this remarkable historical land-

mark and for creating the institute to
strengthen the ties of friendship between
our two nations.

Relations between the United States and
Mexico are tremendously important to both
our countries. It’s exciting to note, and I
would note and I’d say with some pride,
that relations between Mexico and the
United States have never been better than
they are now. And I take great pride in
that, as I say, but I commend especially
Carlos Salinas for the role that he’s played
in strengthening this special friendship that
benefits both our peoples. The Mexican
President has done an awful lot to hold out
his hand to us, to emphasize the importance
to Mexico of the U.S.-Mexican relationship.
And he’s done a wonderful job.

I want to thank all of you for letting me
share this special day, a day made even
more meaningful because 1992 marks 500
years of Hispanic heritage in this hemi-
sphere. And this heritage is a wonderful,
rich tapestry that our kids, Barbara, and I
were lucky enough to first experience dur-
ing our west Texas years. I remember our
Cinco de Mayo festivities out there, explor-
ing the ties between our countries, ties of
family, friendship, and faith. So, my expo-
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